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STETSON OFFERS Ii IPRESSIONS OF; 
GARARD Sl~IMS WELL AT NCAA MEET 
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Information Services 
By George Fultz 
n1 missoula, montana 59801 • (406) 243-2522 
i·liSSOULA ..... 
Fred Stetson, University of i·1ontana swim coach, came away from last weekend's NCAA Cham-
pionship S\-1imming ;reet highly impressed with several aspects of the meet and pleased with the 
performance of lThi's entrant in the meet. 
Stetson accompanied Grizzly swim star Dave Garard to the meet in Knoxville, Tenn., and 
related his impressions of the Sl·Jimming spectacular upon his return to i lissoula. 
The Grizzly mentor, who \'las recently honored \·lith the (.Jaster Coach Award by the College 
Swimming Coaches of America, Inc., said he was impressed by the University of Tennessee's 
swimming facility, the conduct of the meet, the enthusiasm displayed by the spectators, and 
the scale of some of the larger schools' swimming programs. 
But before talking about the r.1eet, Stetson \'/anted to complement Garard for his perfor-
mance. "Dave swam real \·Jell. His time of 21.7 seconds in the SO-yard freestyle is a little 
off his best of 21.5, but it was a good effort. Dave swam a lifetime best of 47.3 in the 
100-yard freestyle, \orhich placed him 35th out of 72 S\·Jimmers entered in the race. He held up 
to the pressure of the meet and turned in creditable efforts, 11 Stetson said. 
Tennessee's budding swimming program is awesome according to the coach of eight straight 
Big Sky title winning swim teams at 'Iontana. "They have a fantastic facility, a large budget, 
three assistant coaches, and unbelievable enthusiasm," Stetson commented. 
"They treat swimming like a major sport at Tennessee and I think that they will soon 
overtake the University of Indiana as the number one swimming pm'ler. Tennessee has a go-go 
S\"lirnming program. It is unrealistic to compare their swimming program to that of a Big Sky 
school, but l'lhat it cost Tennessee to fly in a stoJimmer from Australia for a visit to the cam-
pus would eat up the entire budget of a Big Sky school," Stetson said. 
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Indiana captured its sixth straight NCAA title Saturday, but only a flat performance by 
Tennessee the first day of the meet saved the Hoosiers from a possible upset. 
l>lontana' s swim coach described the pageantry surrounding the conduct of the meet. 
"They have a group of girls called the Timerettes that dress up the meet and they have a 
special presentation of the colors before each session of competition. Sports Illustrated 
featured the color presentation a couple of years ago. A guy dressed in a Davy Crockett 
costume paddles a canoe to the middle of the pool and bikini-clad girls,who are seated in the 
canoe, hold the flag during the national anthem. 
"It was quite an experience. I was really impressed \V"ith the entire operation," Stetson 
concluded. 
It \'las not Stetson's first visit to the NCAA Championships--he has attended 14 others--
but this year's trip obviously had great impact. 
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